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ABOUT INSPIRING EXCELLENCE
For over 35 years, the Chamber has recognized the small and mid-size 
businesses who have demonstrated unique vision, innovation, and 
achievement through the annual  Excellence Awards. These businesses are 
the economic engine driving not only Greater Philadelphia’s economy, but all 
of America.

Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic and the ongoing fight for social 
and racial justice, we have never been prouder as a Chamber to see members 
across our 11-county region step up in big ways to support their local 
communities. The small and mid-size business community, in particular, has 
gone above and beyond their standard operations to support our region in this 
time of need. Their excellence has truly never been brighter.

As an extension and virtual reimagination of our annual Excellence Awards, 
Inspiring Excellence shines spotlights on the small and mid-size businesses 
who have made a difference in our community during these unprecedented 
times. With input from the Excellence Awards Committee, the Chamber chose 
10 organizations to recognize whose stories have inspired our members, such 
as manufacturers shifting their production lines to produce PPE; agencies 
offering pro-bono services to minority-owned businesses to raise diverse 
voices in the community; employees coming together to donate to health care 
workers; and so on. With input from the Excellence Awards Committee, the 
Chamber chose 10 organizations to recognize at today’s virtual celebration.

https://twitter.com/ChamberPHL
https://twitter.com/hashtag/InspiringExcellence
https://chamberphl.com/ea
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THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY AS  
WE HONOR THE INCREDIBLE RESILIENCY 
OF GREATER PHILADELPHIA’S SMALL TO 
MID-SIZE BUSINESSES. 
Over the last several months, we have been truly inspired by our business 
community. Today’s honorees are outstanding examples of the relentless 
businesses that have made an impact in our community through philanthropy, 
charity, and support in response to the devastating economic aftershock of 
the pandemic and the ongoing fight for social justice.

We are extremely delighted to share with you these inspiring stories that 
provide hope in these trying times, and to wholeheartedly thank these 
businesses for their contributions to our region’s inclusive recovery. 

On behalf of the Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia, our 
Excellence Awards committee, and our sponsors, who do so much to support 
the small to mid-size business community, we extend a congratulations to  
the honorees. 

Rob Wonderling
President and CEO,

The Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia

https://twitter.com/ChamberPHL
https://twitter.com/hashtag/InspiringExcellence
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EXCELLENCE AWARDS COMMITTEE
The Excellence Awards Committee is comprised primarily of winners of the 
Chamber’s Excellence Awards and service providers who have small business 
specialties. The Committee supports the Awards by specifically focusing on 
identifying nominees and determining the finalists and honorees.

Keith Baldwin* 
Chair 
Spike Trophies

Alex Archawski* 
Greater Philadelphia Veterans Network

Chris Cera* 
Arcweb Technologies LLC

Joan Chrestay 
Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses  
at Community College of Philadelphia

Will Crowley* 
Neuroflow

John Farley* 
Bringing Hope Home

Mike Fitzgerald 
Univest Bank & Trust Co.

Ian Gallagher 
Comcast Business

Arthur Gimenez  
PIDC

Mitch Gyger* 
OPS Security Group

Brian Lipstein* 
Henry A. Davidsen Master  
Tailors & Image Consultants

Emily Morgan* 
Delegate Solutions

Lynn Ozer 
Fulton Bank

Donald Paterson 
PNC

Jessica Sharp* 
Maven Communications

Adina Silberstein* 
Queenie’s Pets

Bill Stockwell* 
Stockwell Elastomerics

Michael Trimble 
TD Bank

Steve Wildemann* 
Advanced Staging Productions

* Past Excellence Award Winner

https://twitter.com/ChamberPHL
https://twitter.com/hashtag/InspiringExcellence
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ABOUT THE MODERATOR

Tracey Matisak is an award-winning journalist, a dynamic speaker and trainer, 
and a seasoned program host. With more than 25 years of major market 
television and radio experience, Tracey has anchored numerous special 
projects for WHYY-TV/PBS in Philadelphia; she also serves as a regular guest 
host on WHYY-FM’s Radio Times with Marty Moss-Coane. In addition, Tracey 
serves as moderator for the Philadelphia Speakers Series, where she has 
shared the stage with the likes of the Washington Post’s Bob Woodward, 
former British Prime Minister David Cameron, feminist icon Gloria Steinem  
and acclaimed filmmaker Ken Burns.

VIEWER’S CHOICE AWARD
During the program, we’ll be asking the audience to vote for their favorite 
inspiring story from our honorees. The winning organization will get to 
designate $2500 to a local nonprofit of their choice whose work supports 
initiatives that promote Inclusive Growth as outlined in the Chamber’s Equity 
Pledge, Entrepreneurship, or other specified Chamber goals promoting the 
Civic Good consistent its Foundation’s mission.

Tracey Matisak
Host, WHYY

 @whyy

https://twitter.com/ChamberPHL
https://twitter.com/hashtag/InspiringExcellence
https://twitter.com/whyy


Keith B aldwin, President, Spikes Trophies 
& Chair,  Excellence Awards Committee  @SpikesTrophies
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11:00 AM WELCOME
 Tracey Matisak, Host, WHYY  @whyy

  Rob Wonderling, President & CEO,  
The Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia @ChamberPHL

SMALL BUSINESS STORIES 
 Matt Bell, Director of Contract Services, NextFab  @NextFab_PHL 
 Michele Leff, Principal, 12th Street Catering  @12stcatering
Teresa Lundy, Principal, TML Communications  @TMLFirm 
 Tony van Veen, CEO, Disc Makers  @discmakers @tvanveen

MIDDLE MARKET STORIES 
 Michael Araten, President, The Rodon Group  

 @rodongroup @maraten
 Larry Borden, Founder & CEO, Aardvark Mobile Tours  

 @aardvarkel @larrywborden
 Anne Marie Chapman, Founder & CEO, Underwriting Management Experts  

 @UMgtExperts 
 Ellen Yin, Founder & Co-Owner, High Street Hospitality Group  

 @forkrestaurant

NONPROFIT STORIES 
 Michael Hinson, President & Chief Operating Officer, SELF Inc.  

 @SelfInc1   
 Victoria Hosendorf, Executive Vice President, The Enterprise Center  

 @PhilaTEC

HONOREE DISCUSSION & VIEWER’S CHOICE AWARD ANNOUNCEMENT 

11:55 AM  CLOSING REMARKS 
Tracey Matisak, Host, WHYY  @whyy

AGENDA
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https://twitter.com/rodongroup
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https://twitter.com/umgtexperts
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SPONSORED BY:

On Friday, March 20th, 12th St Catering donated the last of their perishable food and turned 
the lights off for an indefinite hiatus. Over the weekend, a longtime corporate client called 
Michele Leff, Principal, 12th Street Catering, to discuss a weekly donation that would feed local 
frontline workers. That Monday, a skeleton crew reassembled to begin the work.
The response was overwhelming. The calls and emails from grateful recipients were all the 
motivation they needed to keep going. A few weeks later, they were asked to help a city-
funded program that feeds the homeless, to which they eagerly accepted.
Most recently, 12th Street Catering’s corporate donor has shifted to partnering with an urban 
farm whose goal is to build equity and foster economic opportunity. They are working together 
to provide vegetable boxes and meals to the community. The work that they have been doing 
over the past 5 months has been incredibly meaningful.
In addition to the tremendous work they are doing with the underserved citizens of 
Philadelphia, the team at 12th Street Catering has worked to pivot their social occasions 
catering. So many people have called them to say they need to celebrate an occasion, but 
have no idea how to safely make it work in today’s climate. And so, the team re-imagined 
events through the creation of their Celebration Box. These curated meals give everyone the 
opportunity to celebrate safely, while virtually gathering together with the same meal.
From day one of this pandemic, Michele has worked non-stop to reinvent her business, and 
help people in any way she can. 12th Street Catering has made it their mission to donate ALL 
excess food to homeless shelters. They found creative ways to bring some employees back to 
work, who would have otherwise remained on unemployment. And they’re working with other 
local caterers to make sure we are hosting safe events in our communities.

https://twitter.com/ChamberPHL
https://twitter.com/hashtag/InspiringExcellence
https://12stcatering.com/
https://12stcatering.com/
https://www.fultonbank.com/Small-Business
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SPONSORED BY:

At the onset of the coronavirus pandemic, Larry Borden knew his company,  
Aardvark Mobile Tours could make a difference. Aardvark quickly organized Philly Strong: 
Feeding our Local Heroes, a local food truck initiative with support from Bimbo Bakeries USA, 
Dietz & Watson, Herr’s, and Ardmore Toyota. Aardvark’s food trucks traveled across the region to 
Bryn Mawr Hospital, Einstein Medical Center, Lankenau Medical Center, Doylestown Hospital, and 
Holy Redeemer serving over 6,000 lunches to front-line workers.
As the pandemic surged on, Aardvark’s normal mobile marketing business was severely 
impacted. When Borden realized many of Aardvark’s programs weren’t going to be able to 
operate for the foreseeable future, he started thinking of what the company could do to make 
an impact. One day, a light bulb came on. Borden realized his patented trucks, with minor 
modifications, could transform into mobile COVID-19 testing trucks.
Aardvark has now expanded its offerings to provide the mobile infrastructure needed to  
improve the testing experience and accessibility, especially in marginalized communities, where 
residents often face barriers to accessing testing sites. If strategically placed in areas of need, 
Aardvark’s mobile testing sites could help improve the region’s – and country’s – capacity for 
testing and more. Known as the “swiss-army knife” of trucks, these vehicles can quickly be 
modified to administer vaccines, provide mobile laboratory space, screening facilities, and 
beyond. Borden hopes to continue innovating in the mobile healthcare space to find solutions 
that will better our community.
Aardvark has been giving back to the region for many years. The team shares a passion for helping 
those in need and volunteering their time to important causes. Borden and his team have been 
involved with Philabundance, The Elwyn School, MANNA, For Pete’s Sake, and The Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia.  Aardvark takes great pride in the work they do for the community and it 
is truly ingrained into the company culture.

https://twitter.com/ChamberPHL
https://twitter.com/hashtag/InspiringExcellence
https://www.aardvarkmobiletours.com/
https://www.aardvarkmobiletours.com/
https://www.mybenefitadvisor.com/
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SPONSORED BY:

Disc Maker’s core business was significantly impacted by the cancellation of all live music 
concerts, since their main products (CDs, vinyl, and T-shirts) are predominantly sold by bands at 
concerts. They saw a 70% revenue drop overnight.
To help the region and to stay afloat, the company quickly pivoted their operations to produce 
PPE. On March 18, staff came up with the idea and concept. The product was designed, 
prototyped, the work stations were designed, and materials were purchased in the following four 
business days. Disc Makers went live with product sales on March 24.
For staff, the company committed to zero layoffs, and has to this date not had one single layoff 
or furlough. Additionally, they raised their minimum starting salary to $15/hr, and will keep it 
at that level after the pandemic fades. Disc Makers committed to hand assembly in order to 
employ as many local workers as possible, even though it would have been more profitable to be 
automated. At the peak they hired 50 additional temp staff to aid with hand assembly. As a result 
they’ve been running at break even by:
 • Employing as many workers as possible
 • Selling face shields as affordably as possible
To date, Disc Makers made and shipped over 1 million face shields, including to every major 
Greater Philadelphia hospital group – Penn, CHOP, Einstein, Jefferson, Atlantic, DuPont, and 
many more. Once the initial wave passed, the company serviced every sector in need – dental, 
sanitation, food service, restaurants, schools, even consumers.  They extended the product line 
to four models, including specialized shields that offer extra protection for doctors, and small 
shields for young children. Disc Makers is also one of the only vendors in the country to offer 
custom branding on face shields.

https://twitter.com/ChamberPHL
https://twitter.com/hashtag/InspiringExcellence
https://www.discmakers.com/
https://www.discmakers.com/
https://www.goldmansachs.com/citizenship/10000-small-businesses/US/
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SPONSORED BY:

Minority business owners, particularly Black business owners, are currently facing two equally 
destructive challenges: the global pandemic and ongoing systemic racial discrimination. The 
Enterprise Center (TEC) and its family of organizations have been a great resource to Black 
business owners and residents in Philadelphia that are feeling the inequities in the system.
TEC is a Black-led organization with a mission to cultivate and invest in minority entrepreneurs 
to inspire working together for economic growth in communities. TEC also has two affiliates: The 
Enterprise Center Community Development Corporation, its community arm, and The Enterprise 
Center Capital Corporation, a certified community development financial institution (CDFI).
TEC has assisted businesses with applying for COVID-19 loans and creating recovery plans, 
providing access to healthy food for the Walnut Hill community, and donating office supplies to 
businesses in need. Because of the TEC, 166 businesses received Paycheck Protection Program 
loans and COVID-19 loans, over 4,000 meals were distributed, and 11 small businesses received 
new printers.
After the social unrest that occurred in May, TEC launched Support 52nd Street, a grassroots 
fundraiser to help 52nd Street businesses recover from the physical damage done to their 
businesses.  TEC’s fundraiser was able to raise over $160,000.
In April, TEC created the COVID-19 Resilience Fund to support minority-owned businesses 
experiencing significant financial losses and business disruptions because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. TEC committed $2 million of its small business loans to distribute COVID-19 loans 
at 1% interest with no payments for the first six months and is working with existing clients to 
defer payments. To date, TEC has received loan inquiries totaling 14 million dollars. Loans can 
be utilized for job retention and working capital needs. TEC primarily serves low-to-moderate-
income small business owner clients, of whom 93% are minorities and 72% are African American: 
79% of beneficiaries are low-to-moderate income, and 37% are low-income
TEC provides resources and assistance to over 8,000 residents and 200 businesses in its home 
neighborhood of Walnut Hill and TEC has volunteered its office space as a drop-off location for 
Philabundance, a local food distribution organization, to provide meals to seniors.
Since June, TEC has raised over $40,000 and partnered with a minority-owned caterer to 
distribute 4,000 meals to residents of the Walnut Hill neighborhood and is currently participating 
in the Farmers to Families program distributing food boxes to families in need in partnership with 
two local funders.

https://twitter.com/ChamberPHL
https://twitter.com/hashtag/InspiringExcellence
https://www.theenterprisecenter.com/
https://www.theenterprisecenter.com/
https://www.theenterprisecenter.com/
https://www.pnc.com/en/about-pnc.html?lnksrc=topnav
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SPONSORED BY:

After the shutdown of the city and the unfortunate close of NextFab’s three makerspaces, 
Evan Malone, founder and president, knew there had to be a way to help support our region’s 
healthcare workers during this overwhelming time.
Together with representatives from hospitals, universities, manufacturers, government, and 
small businesses from across the city, they formed CoverAid PHL, a coalition dedicated to 
coordinating supply chains and innovations to support personal protective equipment needs 
of professional health care in the Philadelphia region. By late May, CoverAid PHL helped deliver 
60,000 Factory-Sewn Fabric Masks, 7,000 Volunteer-Sewn Fabric Masks, 10,000 origami masks, 
and 826 face shields (produced by NextFab) to local hospital systems.
In order to operate during the shut down, Matt Bell, head of the NextFab Product Development 
team, worked tirelessly to receive a special exemption from Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf to 
be deemed an essential business and pivot normal operations to create the needed PPE, both as 
a part of CoverAid PHL efforts and in line with preexisting partnerships.
NextFab joined forces with nonprofit Open Medical to prototype and produce a new origami 
face mask design that required no sewing or equipment, and proved to be more effective than 
regular sewn fabric masks. The team created and provided 10,000 masks and face shields to 
local hospitals and health care organizations, utilizing the equipment and tools, such as the laser 
cutters, CNC machines, 3D printers, etc. of NextFab.
Beyond producing PPE, NextFab’s Product Development team also worked with startups such 
as AA Plasma to create a Rapid Disinfection system to sanitize PPE. Greg Fridman, PhD, CEO of 
AAPlasma, working in tandem with NextFab, created a compact cold plasma PPE disinfection 
device that can rapidly sanitize disposable masks, face shields, gloves, and N95 respirators—on-
site, on-demand and in minutes.
Fridman and NextFab—with funding from the U.S. Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) and support 
from Drexel University and other partners—moved from this initial ideation of the device to the 
manufacturing of 100 Beta prototypes for front line health care facilities in a whirlwind 45 days, 
despite pandemic-driven challenges. These Beta prototypes, with design refinements from initial 
prototype testing, are durable, reliable, and safe for use and testing in unsupervised settings.

https://twitter.com/ChamberPHL
https://twitter.com/hashtag/InspiringExcellence
https://nextfab.com/
https://nextfab.com/
https://corporate.comcast.com/company/nbcuniversal


 @ChamberPHL #InspiringExcellence

SPONSORED BY:

As the founder and co-owner of High Street Hospitality Group (HSHG), restaurateur Ellen Yin 
operates five of the country’s most noteworthy restaurants and bars: Fork, High Street on  
Market, High Street Provisions, and a.kitchen+bar in Philadelphia and High Street on Hudson  
in Manhattan.
Yin is an industry and community leader. As a participant in initiatives like Everybody Eats Philly, 
which provides meals to low-income households, Yin plays a key role in feeding the underserved 
Philadelphia Community. In the wake of COVID-19, she was eager to continue that effort. 
HSHG helped spearhead the Fuel the Fight campaign, providing meals from local restaurants 
for healthcare workers. The initiative aims to feed hospital employees and keep restaurants 
operating amid the epidemic.
Additionally, Fork has been heavily involved with Food Connect Group, a local organization 
dedicated to fighting hunger, and has served thousands of meals to local families in need 
throughout the pandemic. HSHG believes feeding people the best food possible is an integral 
aspect of their overall mission.
Yin took her efforts a step farther when she realized the disproportionate effect of COVID-19 
on hospitality workers. Yin teamed up with A Better Life Therapy to offer free mental health 
resources to industry workers.
In these unprecedented times in which so many people locally and nationally are affected, 
HSHG rose to the call of duty. With Ellen Yin at the helm, High Street Hospitality has always 
been dedicated to making a difference in the local community by way of nutritious foods and 
unwavering hospitality.
Yin fosters a creative and welcoming environment in her restaurants. She has an unmatched 
passion for the hospitality industry and strives to improve the communities she serves through 
initiatives surrounding social justice, mental health, and food security. She recently partnered 
with Bakers Against Racism to raise money for social justice causes.

https://twitter.com/ChamberPHL
https://twitter.com/hashtag/InspiringExcellence
https://highsthospitality.com/
https://highsthospitality.com/
https://www.pidcphila.com/
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SPONSORED BY:

As a third-generation family business in manufacturing, when COVID hit the region and nation, 
The Rodon Group’s Chief Strategy Officer, Ellen Araten, along with President and CEO, Michael 
Araten, led their team in quickly figuring out how to help and keep their employees safe.
First and foremost, the company created an internal, crossfunctional taskforce to develop 
processes and guidelines to keep their employees protected. The team of senior management 
met multiple times a day to develop solutions to the following questions:
 1. How are we going to keep our people safe?
 2. What’s happening to our customers?
 3. What’s happening to our supply chain?
By prioritizing their employees, The Rodon Group ensured the company’s strong culture  
remained engrained in their COVID response. They shifted one-third of their work force to 
remote work, while creating processes to keep the rest of the employees who are unable to work 
from home safe. From hiring translators for easy communication and building stations to have 
employees’ temperatures checked, to outsourcing PPE and masks for not only their employees’, 
but also their employees’ families, the Rodon Group took on the responsibility of keeping their 
people safe.
But Ellen Araten saw the increasing need for PPE and testing supplies, and wanted to use their 
own resources to make a difference outside of their company too. Having been a long time, family 
friend with a Fox Chase cancer doctor, she learned that the hospital was 3D printing their swabs.
In response, The Rodon Group’s Chairman, Joel Glickman, designed a new swab and started 
making it less than 4 weeks after the first phone call. Today, the company has increased capacity 
to manufacture one million swabs per week. They are donating all the swabs Fox Chase and 
Temple health will need for the next five years. 
Sterling Drive Ventures and The Rodon Group have been on the forefront of reshoring 
manufacturing from China for the last decade – since the Great Recession. They restored 
domestic toy manufacturing for KNEX Lincoln Logs and TinkerToys. They have donated over 
500,000 toys since 2010 to kids and families in need in our region and across the nation. They have 
also been active In Supporting the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation – raising millions of dollars 
for research and patient support, and been active members of the Chamber with their President 
serving on the Chamber Board as well as Co-Chair of the Middle market action team and VP of the 
Chamber PAC.

https://twitter.com/ChamberPHL
https://twitter.com/hashtag/InspiringExcellence
https://www.rodongroup.com/
https://www.rodongroup.com/
https://6abc.com/health/well-known-local-toy-maker-helps-ease-swab-shortage/6374693/
https://www.td.com/us/en/small-business/
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SPONSORED BY:

SELF, Inc., an emergency and temporary housing provider operating 24 hours/day, 365 days per 
year, is intent on keeping its participants and team members safe during business-as-usual and 
unforeseen circumstances. When the pandemic hit, SELF immediately required each of its site 
managers at its eight locations to create continuation of operations procedures (COOP) plans to 
track participants and team members experiencing COVID-19-related symptoms, monitor the 
cleaning of commonly used areas, and create and implement social distancing guidelines.
In addition, SELF made several recommendations to city leaders to ensure the safety of 
Philadelphia’s most vulnerable citizens. Among them:
 1.  Recognize homeless team members as “essential personnel” and allow them to access 

restricted, COVID-19 testing sites.
 2.  Open a separate space to quarantine participants who test COVID-19 positive.
 3.  Place handwashing stations and water stations at places frequently visited by those 

experiencing homelessness.
 4.  Open a separate site to house homeless individuals most at risk of catching COVID-19 

(Black, elderly and/or medically fragile).
 5.  Provide COVID-19 tests for homeless individuals being removed from the airport before 

being placed in shelter.
 6.  Provide screenings and temperature checks for all homeless intake referrals.
By working with other homeless providers, SELF sent a letter to Mayor Kenney to advocate for 
increased personal protective equipment for those experiencing homelessness and the team 
members who work with them, testing of asymptomatic individuals, and the creation of working 
groups to assist in resolving some of the issues faced by homeless service providers.
Strengthening and Empowering Lives and Futures, Inc. (SELF) was founded nearly 30 years ago by 
Dr. Sylvester Outley. At SELF, their mission is to motivate, empower, and inspire our community to 
live their best lives. With compassion at its core, their approach uses best practices and evidence-
based programming to pave the way to personal transformation.
SELF, Inc’s initiatives helped establish Philadelphia’s emergency housing system and 
programming for the behaviorally challenged and substance dependent populations 
experiencing homelessness. Since its founding, they have helped hundreds of thousands of 
Philadelphians secure housing, transform their lives from dependency to independence, and 
embark on recovery from various social determinants of health. SELF is a non-profit agency that 
daily serves approximately 700 individuals experiencing homelessness.

https://twitter.com/ChamberPHL
https://twitter.com/hashtag/InspiringExcellence
https://www.selfincorp.org/
https://www.selfincorp.org/
https://www.univest.net/
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SPONSORED BY:

TML Communications has partnered with the Philadelphia Sheriff’s Office to conduct free food 
and produce giveaways in Philadelphia during the COVID-19 pandemic. Since its inception in June 
2020, these bi-weekly giveaways have provided needed food and fresh produce to thousands of 
families in Philadelphia. 
In May, the company provided 32 complimentary dinners to hospital workers at Chestnut  
Hill Hospital who were working additional hours and were under significant job-related stress  
due to COVID-19. 
Further, the firm partnered with the Concerned Clergy Coalition of Greater Philadelphia / Black 
Clergy to host a dialogue on leadership and combating anti-Semitism in August 2020. This 
important dialogue brought together the African American and Jewish communities to foster 
continued education on the issue of anti-Semitism as well as servant leadership. 
TML Communications has completed, at no cost, additional branding and fundraising work for 
Menzfit, a nonprofit organization that provides business suits and other financial assistance to 
men who were previously incarcerated. 
With the help of Community Advocate and Democratic Candidate Elect Amen Brown, TML 
Communications provided complimentary coffee machines and other assistance to an 
organization in the Germantown section of Philadelphia that helps women who were released 
from prison by providing housing, employment assistance and other services.    In addition, they 
donated the service fee for any digital headshots taken for new clients between March-December 
of this year to a 501(c)3 charitable organization – The Kelly Anne Dolan Memorial Fund.
Before the pandemic swept through our region, TML Communications worked with the  
prison reform efforts of Philadelphia native and global renowned music artist, Meek Mill 
and were able to make huge changes to the Pennsylvania legislation. Because of technical 
violations of parole or probation, thousands of people in Philadelphia are trapped in the criminal 
justice system. In a joint effort between Meek Mill’s reform tour (Reform Alliance) and TML 
Communications, Meek Mill was not only released from probation after 11 years, but legislation  
in Pennsylvania was changed. 
After their long campaign in Philadelphia, prison reform and reform of the criminal justice system 
was proposed in Pennsylvania. TML is an active participant in the Reform Alliance, whose goal 
is to dramatically reduce the number of people who are needlessly trapped in the system. In 
addition to the work that TML Communications has done surrounding prison reform, the firm 
managed the campaign that got the first ever woman and African American woman elected 
Sheriff in Philadelphia.

https://twitter.com/ChamberPHL
https://twitter.com/hashtag/InspiringExcellence
http://tmlfirm.com/
http://tmlfirm.com/
https://www.customersbank.com/
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Underwriting Management Experts (UME) is a women-led, founded, and owned insurance 
company headquartered in Lansdale, Pennsylvania. UME is the nation’s largest privately held full-
service Managing General Underwriter of employer stop-loss coverage. Under CEO and Founder 
Anne Marie Chapman, UME routinely invests in the community. The firm infused philanthropy and 
community engagement into its company culture involving all 65 employees. Since the advent 
of the pandemic, all employees have been participating in community projects for three to four 
hours every Friday. The activities have served as means to give back to the communities in which 
the staff live and work, address food emergencies, create and further develop partnerships 
and collaborations, and provide financial contributions while infusing social justice into UME’s 
corporate social responsibility program with the resounding effect of boosting workplace culture.
Staff make meals each week and hand deliver the food bags directly to homeless populations 
in Philadelphia and vis a vis St. Mark’s Church. Similarly, food contributions have gone to First 
Responders at Towamencin Police (Montgomery County) and hospital staff of Abington-Lansdale 
Hospital (Jefferson Health).
UME recently made cash donations to VFW Post 32, Manna on Main Street, Mater Dei Catholic 
School, North Penn/Indian Back the Blue Ride, Athena Athletics Girls Flag Football League, and 
Hockomock Area YMCA. To support surrounding small businesses during COVID-19, UME started 
purchasing numerous gift certificates to Lansdale restaurants, stylists, and retail shops.
Over the past few years, UME’s most important charitable goals have been to address inequities 
in health and human rights, support vulnerable veterans who have sacrificed on behalf of our 
country, and reduce food insecurity among lower income families. CEO and Founder Anne Marie 
Chapman and UME has been involved with and provided significant financial support at the 
leadership level to dozens of nonprofit organizations including: AIDS Fund (and AIDS Walk Philly), 
Cape Assist, JDRF, Manna on Main Street, Mazzoni Center, PA Hero Walk, The A.skate Foundation, 
The Salvation Army, and Veterans of Foreign Wars. Recently, UME was the largest private business 
donor to the Philadelphia AIDS Fund.
UME recently embarked on a four-fold charitable mission: to create a charitable foundation,  
to further UME’s philanthropic commitments, to offer new leadership and volunteer roles for  
staff, and to develop a more focused effort to further empower and financially contribute to  
local communities. Chapman is working closely with her senior team on this endeavor with their 
strong support.
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INSPIRING EXCELLENCE NOMINEES
When the Chamber initially opened nominations for Inspiring Excellence, we 
were overwhelmed at the number of inspiring stories that came in from across 
the region from such a diverse group of businesses. Because the Excellence 
Awards committee had an extremely difficult time narrowing down the 
nomination pool to our 10 honoreeswe felt compelled to shine the spotlight 
brighter and share these stories with you. We’re beyond proud to have these 
businesses call Greater Philadelphia their home.

AIM HIGH STUDIO
When COVID hit, Aim High Studio, a yoga studio in Norristown, PA, immediately started  
taking in food donations at their studio and created food supply bags for hundreds of local 
families, as well as launched a Christmas in July toy drive and back-to-school supply drive for 
those in need.

ANGEL FLIGHT EAST
Located in Montgomery County, Angel Flight East provides free flights for patients in need 
of long distanced medical care. Since COVID-19, this nonprofit has shifted to flying personal 
protective equipment (PPE) to rural hospitals across the east coast, currently scheduling 175+ 
flights to 30 different hospitals delivering over 100,000 pieces of PPE.

ARTRAGEOUS BRUSH & FLOW
Art studio ARTrageous Brush & Flow channels the power of art to combat poverty, lack of 
access to the arts, and mental health issues in urban communities. When COVID-19 halted 
operations, Founder Moneek Pines and team kept art in people’s lives by selling paint kits and 
hosting virtual paint events.

ARTS + CRAFTS HOLDINGS
During COVID-19, Arts + Crafts Holdings, a Philadelphia real estate development firm, worked 
with teen-operated organization, Tools for School, to pack and deliver 1,500 back packs and 
school supplies for distribution to local organizations.
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ARTWELL
ArtWell, a Philadelphia-based nonprofit supporting youth and communities through art 
education, evolved during COVID-19 to continue supporting their communities. Recently, 
ArtWell Teaching Artists facilitated virtual conversations with Parkway Northwest High School 
for Peace and Social Justice students on community building, student voice, mental health, 
and their anticipated peace garden project. 

AT TIC BREWING CO.
Having to close operations after only a few months of being open, Attic Brewing Co., based 
out of Germantown Philadelphia, chose to convert their space to pack meals for Kidz Meals 
on Wheels. The brewing company hosted volunteers who packed together and supported the 
delivery to youth throughout the region.

BECK INSTITUTE FOR COGNITIVE BEHAVIOR THERAPY
Recognizing the burden front-line workers carried throughout the pandemic, the Beck 
Institute, a global nonprofit and leader in the field of Cognitive Behavior Therapy (CBT), 
partnered with a national organization to provide counseling to these heroes who may be 
struggling with depression, anxiety, and suicidal thoughts as a result of their work treating 
COVID-19 patients.

BFW GROUP LLC
BFW increased its advocacy efforts to support the businesses most impacted by COVID-19, 
the small, MBE/WBE companies within the construction industry. The construction project 
management firm made it clear that diversity and Inclusion will be key for our nation to recover 
from COVID-19 and from the current social and racial unrest within the country.

CATERING BY DESIGN
Catering By Design partnered with clients and nonprofits to help feed those in need across the 
city. As the crisis became more devastating to Philadelphia families, so did the need for more 
meals. It was all gloved hands-on-deck as CBD volunteered to produce 8,000 meals a week, 
with a total of 250,000 meals distributed. 

CCS FUNDRAISING
CCS Fundraising, a strategic consulting and fundraising management firm, helped to influence 
and motivate more than $2 billion in support of lives and livelihoods since March, including 65 
gifts of $1 million+. CCS also launched a series of virtual convenings for nonprofit leaders to 
share experiences and resources.

https://twitter.com/ChamberPHL
https://twitter.com/hashtag/InspiringExcellence
https://theartwell.org/
https://www.atticbrewing.com/
https://beckinstitute.org/
https://bfwgroup.net/
https://cbdevents.com/
https://ccsfundraising.com/


 @ChamberPHL #InspiringExcellence

CHILDREN’S SCHOLARSHIP FUND PHILADELPHIA (CSFP)
In the spring, Children’s Scholarship Fund Philadelphia (CSFP) offered emergency tuition 
grants to CSFP families impacted by COVID who requested support making their final tuition 
payments for the 2019-20 school year. These grants enabled families to let their students finish 
the school year without having to choose between tuition and essential family needs 

COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER
Community Learning Center (CLC), a local nonprofit focusing on adult education in 
disadvantaged communities, responded to the coronavirus outbreak by quickly donating 
laptops to households citywide. CLC Digital Navigators are proud to assist city residents with 
access, devices, and support to mitigate the digital divide worsened by the pandemic. 

CONGRESO
Congreso’s dynamic Family and Housing Services Division’s Housing department provided 
remote services to continue to drive impact and promote economic self-sufficiency for its 
clients. Services include rapid rehousing, rental subsidy, first time home buyer support, 
and foreclosure prevention services to help Congreso’s clients avoid unsafe and traumatic 
outcomes during the pandemic. 

COOK N SOLO GROUP
Cook N Solo Group, owner of Philadelphia staples Federal Donuts, Goldie, and Dizengoff, 
supported the social justice movement by donating their sales proceeds to Philadelphia 
Lawyers for Social Equity (PLSE), who advocates for an equitable and educated social 
environment for low-income individuals with criminal records, and the Urban Affairs Coalition. 

CORIELL LIFE SCIENCES
Coriell Life Sciences, a precision medicine company, launched CorigenTM, a personalized 
medicine program focusing on how DNA affect a person’s response to drugs, for 36,000 retired 
teachers eligible for Medicare. By using genetic science and research, Coriell Life Sciences 
improves lives, reduces healthcare costs, and simplifies decision-making for those whose 
livelihood depend on receiving the correct medicine.

CRADLES TO CRAYONS
Local nonprofit Cradles to Crayons worked tirelessly to ensure children in our region had 
the essentials they need to survive and thrive in these trying times. The organization raised 
funds to supply high-demand essentials, such as diapers, hygiene items, and activity kits, to 
struggling low-income families, helping more than 24,000 kids.
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CUSTOMERS BANK
Customers Bank was the sixth largest lender (measured in number of loans) in the  
nation. Customers Bank was second in the nation among the major lenders for the smallest 
average loan size, helping the small businesses who most needed the aid in the aftershock  
of the pandemic. 

DATA DISPLAY SYSTEMS, LLC
When COVID-19 hit, Data Display Systems, an electronic manufacturer, realized it could 
use its existing technologies to develop a Health Screener product to keep employees and 
visitors safe, while providing businesses with complete traceability. This innovation allowed 
the company to remain open through the pandemic, protecting the 35 families which are 
dependent on the Company’s success.

DOOBIES BAR
Once the go-to tavern spot for legendary musicians like David Bowie and Aretha Franklin, 
Doobies Bar worked tirelessly to create fresh take-out food and icy take-out drinks for 
curbside pickup, continuing to provide their neighbors and longtime patrons with a lifeline of 
love while staying safe.

THE DUKE BARBER CO.
Having been closed since the start of the COVID-19 outbreak, The Duke Barber Co.’s Master 
Barber William Brown decided to boost the morale of healthcare workers and their families 
at Einstein Hospital, where his wife works, by giving out free cuts and shaves while of course 
following COVID-19 safety guidelines.

DYNAMIC ADVERTISING SOLUTIONS
The team at Dynamic Advertising Solutions got a shout out from local nonprofit, the Bethesda 
Project, for their generous donation of 5,000 disposable masks at a time they were in short 
supply. The promotional marketing company added shirts, blankets, and other items totaling 
over $11,000 of In-Kind donations to go to those experiencing homelessness.

EATIBLE DELIGHTS CATERING
Local catering company from North Philadelphia, Eatible Delights Catering, has worked 
tirelessly to beautify their community. Throughout the pandemic, the company has offered 
opportunities for clients to share a meal with those in need. For the holiday season, the 
company prepared 300 meals and gave out 300 coats to community members in need.
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ENCLARA PHARMACIA
Enclara Pharmacia, the nation’s largest full-service pharmacy benefits manager (PBM), 
developed and provided the public with a COVID-19 Respiratory Toolkit that included clinician/
patient/caregiver handouts, free webinars, and relevant case studies from their Palliative 
Pearls archive to assist with the pain management and palliative care of populations impacted 
by the pandemic.

FINE-DRAWN HOSPITALITY
Renown hospitality group, Fine-Drawn Hospitality, led by acclaimed restaurateur  
Branden McRill, has converted their restaurant spaces to give back to the community during 
COVID-19. From taking in displaced chefs and restaurateurs to using their space for charitable 
fundraising, Fine-Drawn Hospitality has adapted to serve for the greater good of everyone. 

FORMOTIV
Digital Behavioral Intelligence platform developers, ForMotiv, started their “Fuel the Fight” 
fundraising campaign from scratch and delivered over 50,000 meals across Philadelphia and 
put over $450,000 back into the local Restaurant Industry.

FOX & ROACH/TRIDENT CHARITIES (FRTC)
Fox & Roach/Trident Charities quickly sprang into action and contributed nearly $150,000 
towards COVID-19 relief efforts to address the impact of the crisis on our communities’ most 
vulnerable. FRTC donated $25,000 to eight food banks in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and 
Delaware, among many other contributions.

GENSLER PHILADELPHIA
The team at Gensler Philadelphia initiated a Mentorship Program with an Historically Black 
College/University, Florida A&M (FAMU). Conceived and rolled out in less than (1) month, the 
team put together a (7) week program for (5) students of the Architectural Program, finishing 
up just as the fall semester was about to begin.

GIFT OF LIFE DONOR PROGRAM
When COVID-19 disrupted lives this spring, more than 5,000 children and adults in our 
region could not put their urgent need for a life-saving organ transplant on hold. Gift of Life 
coordinated 363 organ donors from January through July, compared to 359 donors in the 
same period last year. This resulted in 988 transplants.
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THE GREATER ENON COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Through civic partnerships with the SHARE Food Program, elected officials, and prominent 
Philadelphia radio host Patty Jackson, The Greater Enon Community Development 
Corporation successfully publicized and distributed free groceries to hundreds of unemployed, 
low-income, and/or elderly citizens, helping them through the economic hardship of these 
uncertain times.

GREEN AND SPIEGEL
Green and Spiegel has hosted regular virtual events with immigration experts to keep 
Australians informed about the latest changes throughout the pandemic. The updates include 
new visas (internal applications), new visa from abroad, and more. Green and Spiegel has  
given over 400 free 30 minute consultations equating to $120,000 in free legal services  
(not just Australians).

GUNTER MEDIA GROUP, INC.
Gunter Media Group, Inc.’s radio show Leadership with Darrell W. Gunter promotes the 
best practices of leadership for charities and small businesses in the Greater Philadelphia 
community. His coverage of these businesses provides the entrepreneurs with a marketing 
outlet to promote their businesses.

HEALTHSHARE EXCHANGE
When the COVID-19 pandemic started, HealthShare Exchange (HSX), the greater  
Philadelphia region’s health information exchange, became the regional data source for 
tracking the pandemic. Focusing on COVID Tracking and Contact Tracing, HSX helped provides 
critical, timely, and up-to-date information to all healthcare workers on the front line during 
the pandemic.

HIPCITYVEG
Vegan restaurant HipCityVeg partnered with Philadelphia 76er Shake Milton for the Give Shake 
an Assist campaign, so far raising enough to donate 2,500 meals to local health care workers. 
HipCityVeg also partnered with Support + Feed and other Philadelphia vegan restaurants to 
deliver thousands of meals to the front lines.

HOLLA SPIRITS
York-based Vodka Company, Holla Spirits, swapped drinking alcohol for cleaning alcohol. 
Partnering with local chemicals companies and pharmacies, Holla Spirits produced nearly  
one million ounces of hand sanitizer for front line workers, prioritizing first responders and 
nursing homes. Additionally, Holla Spirits donated products to Dauphin, Lancaster, and York 
county schools.
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HONEYGROW
Philadelphia’s own fast casual healthy restaurant chain, Honeygrow, started the Cater it 
Forward campaign, where people can place a catering order and have them deliver meals to 
health care workers, first responders, and essential employees fighting on the frontlines. 

INSINGER
Facing layoffs and interruptions due to COVID-19, employees of Insinger, the last  
independent commercial dishwasher manufacturer in America, developed Outpost. The  
first commercial grade foot-powered hand sanitizer dispenser that works with any type of 
chemical or container enabled Insinger to keep staff members employed while helping the 
local community. 

INSTITUTE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN YOUTH, INC.
IDAAY has served over 22,000 youth and their families via a series of educational, cultural, 
intervention and prevention programs and social services throughout Philadelphia and 
Montgomery counties.  With its comprehensive mission to empower youth at-risk and their 
families, IDAAY has become a critical part of the cultural and political fabric of the City.

JAZZ BRIDGE PROJECT, INC.
The Jazz Bridge Project, Inc. is a nonprofit and for the last 15+ years it’s been assisting 
musicians in their time of crisis. Once COVID came, they offered an honorarium to all of those 
musicians who would have performed. Almost 75% of what they received in donations during 
COVID has gone back to the musicians. 

JIM’S JARHEAD JERKY
Entering its tenth year, Jim’s Jarhead Jerky shares a piece of the Greater Philadelphia region 
with troops abroad. Jim started sending home made beef jerky to his son in law while 
deployed in Iraq back in November 2009. What started out as a 2 pound care package from 
home turned out to be 50 pounds, then hundreds of pounds. 

KINDER ACADEMY
Founder of Philadelphia-based early childhood organization, Kinder Academy, Leslie Spina, 
finds joy in providing “as much social service as education”. So, when the coronavirus 
pandemic struck and child care programs closed, their team moved quickly to assist students 
and workers by providing food, diapers, parenting support, and educational opportunities. 
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THE LADIPO GROUP
With many community health organizations unfamiliar with the unique issues facing African-
American communities, The Ladipo Group was founded to provide quality therapy services 
to African-American communities and offer training for businesses like Google and Women 
Against Abuse, as the workplace can be a major source of distress for Black employees.

LANGUAGE SERVICES ASSOCIATES
Language Services Associates partnered with the area’s top healthcare facilities to  
rapidly deploy new and state-of-the-art remote technology solutions, including telehealth 
options, bringing compassion and improved medical care to the roughly 23% of Philadelphians 
that speak a language other than English at home as well as the Deaf and Hard of  
Hearing Community.

MIGHTY WRITERS
In March, Mighty Writers began offering lunches to kids at two locations, hit hardest by the 
economic shutdown. What began with 50 lunches at 2 sites quickly transformed into 300 
people coming to all of their sites to pick up lunches for kids, boxes of groceries, new bilingual 
books, and literacy and mindfulness activity books for kids.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Among a long list of initiatives supporting its community in this time of need, Montgomery 
County Community College’s Blue Bell campus served as a drive-through COVID-19 testing 
site, conducting over 11,000 tests. MCCC’s Foundation raised more than $100,000 to provide 
resources to support students who are facing hardships heightened by the pandemic.

NOVEMFIT
When the pandemic hit, Philadelphia fitness center, NovemFit, quickly pivoted to zoom 
classes which proved immensely valuable for both the physical and mental well-being of 
many members. Adhering to strict COVID-19 safety guidelines, they expanded their classes to 
outdoor workouts, and eventually welcomed back members to for in-person classes.

THE O’CONNOR GROUP
To support our community through these challenging times, we implemented and executed 
the following various programming to help businesses navigate the new normal. The company 
offered pro-bono recruiting and human resources work for businesses in need, and continued 
to donate to numerous charities all while putting employees first in these uncertain times. 
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OCTO DESIGN GROUP, INC.
Since the pandemic, Octo has launched Goody Guru, a service that provides virtual  
meeting/event enhancements delivered to your door, partnering with the local small  
business community to source Guru items. The Guru was created as the Octo team recognized 
that human connection that was lost as companies were no longer having in-person meetings 
and events.

ONE DAY AT A TIME RECOVERY, INC.
One Day at a Time Recovery, Inc. (ODAAT), a drug and alcohol recovery services and shelter 
provider, served over 2,000 Philadelphians through free meals, shelter, portable wash stations, 
and COVID-19 testing for homeless and displaced individuals, delivering food and supplies to 
in-need families, and cleaning up neighborhoods following social unrest. 

PAPERMILL FRESH ASIAN KITCHEN
PaperMill Fresh Asian Kitchen, located in University City, partnered with Tabachoy Philly to 
host popups throughout the city, raising money through their Feed the Frontline campaign to 
donate meals to health care professionals working on the frontlines across North and West 
Philadelphia hospitals and COVID-19 testing sites.

PDC MACHINES, INC,
PDC Machines, Inc. secured thousands of masks to distribute to local hospitals, fire 
departments, and government offices, stepping up when resources were thin. PDC was 
deemed a critical business during the first stages of the pandemic, with its compression 
systems acting as in integral part of medical supply chain logistics, food distribution 
warehouses, and mail distribution centers.

PENN’S VILLAGE
Covid-19 and the effects of sheltering-in-place and quarantine appeared likely to amplify 
the negative effects on mental and physical health of Philadelphians over 65. Penn’s Village 
adapted its services to provided much-need support to this vulnerable population virtually 
and to mitigate the health risks of social isolation.

PENNOVATION WORKS
Pennovation Works’ InstaHub, Cocoa Press, and Philadelphia startup Fulphil partnered  
to produce personal protective equipment (PPE) for health care providers on the front  
lines of the pandemic. Joined by Penn Engineering Research and Collaboration Hub (PERCH), 
they assembled and delivered 60,000 face shields to 400 organizations and facilities across 
thirty states.
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PENNROSE
Real estate developer, Pennrose, and their Supportive Services Coordinators adapted  
their roles going above and beyond, from helping residents access food banks in Allentown  
to delivering essentials directly to a visually impaired elderly resident in Phoenixville, to  
ensure residents.

PEOPLE’S LIGHT
When COVID-19 shut down in-person theatre producing on its stages, People’s Light attended 
to the needs of staff, artists, and neighbors. Through an early PPP loan, staff were retained 
to fulfill local needs and plan for digital and outdoor programming. The costume shop began 
making masks which have gone to Paoli Hospital and Bryn Mawr Rehab.

PHILADELPHIA SCENIC WORKS
With all cultural institutions shut down, the staff at Philadelphia Scenic Works retrofitted their 
shop and their procedures to be able to produce face shields. They solicited donations from 
the community to cover some of the materials cost, donating hundreds of face shields to the 
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania.

POP! PROMOS
Pop! Promos’ quickly reengineered their supply chain to deliver FDA approved N95 masks, 
nitrile gloves, face shields, isolation gowns, and other essential PPE to hospitals, nursing 
homes, municipal governments, and FEMA. Pop! Promos also adjusted its product offerings on 
the promotional front, such as manufacturing branded face coverings for businesses.

PUBLIC HEALTH MANAGEMENT CORPORATION HEALTH NETWORK (PHMC)
PHMC Health Network provided telehealth preventive care to keep its patients out of the 
Emergency Room so hospitals could focus on COVID patients. The team ensured patients had 
necessary medications and treated their comorbidities aggressively to help prevent negative 
outcomes associated with COVID.

QUIL HEALTH
Quil Health, a joint venture of Independence Health Group and Comcast offering  
personalized health journeys to consumers and caregivers, supplied Independence Blue 
Cross (IBX) members, as well as Comcast and IBX employees, with a “COVID-19 Preparedness 
Toolkit”, providing reliable coronavirus information and resources for those enduring 
disruptions due to COVID-19.
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REC PHILLY
REC Philly, a creative incubator, creative agency, and creator community, produced 25+ virtual 
events per month for its members. The organization championed REC Relief, which provided 
over $20,000 worth of micro-grants to Black Artists in the community. These funds came 
directly from Philadelphia’s business community, which is great when you can connect local 
business with local art.

REGENERATING OUR OFFSPRING THROUGH STORIES, INC.
Youth development program, Regenerating Our Offspring Through Stories, Inc. has given 
youths within the Greater Philadelphia area opportunities to enjoy literature with their family. 
ROOTS continue to bring smiles to young people’s faces through their virtual read-along 
sessions that include dancing and fun interaction during this time of uncertainty. 

REPLICA CREATIVE
Getting a shout out from their client, the University of Pennsylvania, the team at Replica 
Creative created, delivered, and in some cased installed COVID focused signage during a 
unusually hectic summer for the entire University of Penn community, all carefully branded 
and utilizing an editable series of templates for each school to individualize their messaging.

ROCK TO THE FUTURE
Music education organization, Rock to the Future (RTTF), has adapted to the challenges of 
COVID-19 by introducing free virtual music and educational programs to hundreds of youths 
from 3rd through 12th grade, supplying instruments directly in students’ homes, developing 
virtual showcases and exhibitions, and supporting digital inclusion and digital literacy.

S1 MEDICAL
S1 Medical, a Managed Care company that services insurance carriers, employers, TPA’s, 
etc., committed to retaining all team members and were successful in not having to furlough 
any staff all while becoming B Corp certified in May. Amidst the pandemic, staff created and 
donated over 200 face masks to Riddle and Chester County hospitals among other initiatives.

SAPERDE
Chris Quintanilla, Managing Director of consulting services firm, Saperde, pursues  
justice through pro bono work and referring complaints to government agencies. Quintanilla 
recently used his firm’s resources to investigate, advocate for, and help overcome opposition 
to the relocation of a majority black charter school into a predominately white  
Philadelphia neighborhood.
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SHARING EXCESS
Sharing Excess, a diverse food sharing nonprofit, is providing nourishment for  
Philadelphia’s most vulnerable communities. Throughout COVID-19, Sharing Excess collected 
and distributed over 100,000 pounds of excess food to hunger relief programs around the 
city. Along with weekly pop-up meal distribution and partnerships, Sharing Excess is feeding 
hundreds of families.

SIX FISHES NEIGHBORHOOD ACUPUNCTURE
Six Fishes Neighborhood Acupuncture aligned with their core values of health, wellbeing, and 
prevention to support parental care services for BIPOC women, providing in-house training on 
fertility issues and donating 100% of the profits from their online vitamin dispensary to non-
profits Maternity Care Coalition and the Philadelphia Birth Fund.

SOLOMONEDWARDSGROUP, LLC
Professional services firm SolomonEdwards designated a fund to help individuals and 
nonprofits most impacted by the pandemic. Employees were asked to request anywhere from 
$500 to $5,000 for a charity of their choice, while also providing reasons for their support. Over 
$170,000 was donated to 34 incredible organizations, with nearly 50% directed to Greater 
Philadelphia nonprofits.

SPREAD BAGELRY
Spread Bagelry, who serves Montreal-style wood-fired bagels, has been donating food 
throughout the pandemic to frontline workers at the University of Pennsylvania Medical 
Center, Jefferson Health, St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children, Einstein Medical Center, and 
the Lankenau Medical Center.

THINK COMPANY
Think Company, an experience design and software development company, offered free 
problem-solving workshops to frontline organizations that needed to adapt quickly to the new 
conditions. As the racial equity movement arose, the company expanded the reach of these 
workshops by also offering them to mission-driven organizations focused on advancing social 
and racial justice in our community.

TRILOGY PARTNERS
Trilogy Partners is in business to help entrepreneurs grow, transform, and transition. When 
Covid-19 abruptly closed businesses, Trilogy, a consulting firm, hosted weekly one-hour Town 
Hall calls to over 150 local small to medium-size business owners. These calls tackled topics 
such as modifying business operations, The Cares Act & PPP loan, and more.
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TRUE HAND
In response to seeing firsthand the devastating impact of COVID-19 on small businesses, True 
Hand designed the popular “Leave Philly Alone” t-shirt that encourages social distancing. 
They have raised over $60,000 through sales to support buyer-selected Philadelphia small 
businesses, many which are BIPOC, immigrant, and women-owned businesses.

UPLIFT CENTER FOR GRIEVING CHILDREN
A few weeks after moving schools to virtual learning, Uplift helped create a helpline for the 
Philadelphia School District community of students, families, and staff. Uplift’s clinical team 
created, publicized, and opened the Philly HopeLine. Since May, the HopeLine has received 
over 125 calls, with the average call lasting approximately 20 minutes.

VERGE AERO
As part of the local #PhillyShinesBlue campaign and the global #LightItBlue campaign, Verge 
Aero, a leader in high performance drone light shows, delivered an aerial tribute above the 
iconic Franklin Field Stadium to honor and show appreciation for healthcare professionals and 
first responders on the front lines during the pandemic.

WAZOODLE
Recognizing the lack of safe and efficient reusable masks and medical gowns, The Bensalem-
based fabric manufacturer, Wazoodle, began to research and create effective face masks, 
medical gowns, as well as a detailed mask making guideline, prompting thousands to make 
masks for health care personnel, nursing homes, and for personal use.

WHYY
From March through the end of the school year, WHYY created the Bringing the Classroom 
Home initiative which provided parents, caregivers and students with a connection to 
thousands of hours of educational and entertaining television, videos, activities and games to 
support learning while students were out of school due to the pandemic.

WORDS PER MINUTE TYPEWRITER SHOP
Mt. Airy’s Words per Minute Typewriter Shop (WPM) is known for its charming interiors and 
beautiful typewriting machines. While the COVID outbreak has ended showrooming, WPM is 
still able to thrive by pivoting its business online giving them the ability to ship, rent, teach, 
and accept orphaned machines all online.

https://twitter.com/ChamberPHL
https://twitter.com/hashtag/InspiringExcellence
https://truehandsociety.com/
https://upliftphilly.org/
https://verge.aero/
https://www.wazoodle.com/
https://whyy.org/
http://www.wpmtypewritershop.com/
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1.800.FULTON.4  |  fultonbank.com
Fulton Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. 

Fulton Bank is not affiliated with the Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia.

LET’S COUNT ON  
EACH OTHER.
Investing in our community.

Proudly supporting the Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia.

Congratulations to Michele Leff and all the Inspiring Excellence Honorees. 
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ex·cel·lence (ˈeks(ə)ləns)
“the quality of being outstanding or extremely good.”
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The Chamber of Commerce for Greater 
Philadelphia offers you access to the 
My Benefit Advisor program as your solution 
for employee benefits and health insurance.

My Benefit Advisor is proud to sponsor 
Inspiring Excellence and the Chamber of 
Commerce for Greater Philadelphia. 

We are ready to help you find a solution for your 
employee benefits program or if you are an 
individual in need of coverage.

ccgp.mybenefitadvisor.com 

“Since graduating from the program, my 
company has experienced great growth. In 
the last year alone, we have doubled our 
school partners and meal production.”

 – Rhys, President & Founder Red Rabbit

Take your business to the next level.
Learn more about 10,000 Small 
Businesses in Philadelphia at 
10KSBapply.com



ELLEN YIN
HIGH STREET HOSPITALITY GROUP

DELLA CLARK
THE ENTERPRISE CENTER

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2020 
INSPIRING EXCELLENCE HONOREES

PIDC is proud to provide Philadelphia’s 
small businesses with the capital they 

need to invest, develop, and grow. 
Special congratulations to our  

PIDC client honorees!

Photo Credits: Daryl Peveto & Alejandro A. Alvarez www.PIDCphila.com

©2020 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.
 PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC

CON PDF 0618-0106

Thank you for 

helping our 

community take 

one more step 

forward.

PNC is proud to support the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of 
Commerce’s Inspiring Excellence and congratulates this year’s 
honorees.



Member FDIC, TD Bank, N.A.



DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION 

GZA is committed to providing a diverse and 
inclusive work environment - making sure all 
employees and subcontractors feel welcomed, 
valued and respected.

Diversity and Inclusion At GZA

gza.com

Known for excellence.  
Built on trust. 



INTERPRETATION SOLUTIONS

LSA's innovative range of interpretation solutions
are designed to meet your needs.

CREATIVE INTERPRETATION SOLUTIONS
Your neighbors at Language Services Associates are ready to meet you anywhere!

To enhance and advance your language access program, contact our team: Sales@LSAweb.com

FACE-TO-FACE REMOTE ANY PLATFORM

455 Business Center Drive, Horsham PA         www.LSAweb.com            800.305.9673

Local onsite interpreters
committed to safety.

Access qualified remote
audio or video interpreters.

Solutions designed for any
web-based conferencing.



recharge & recover phl
A private-public partnership led by the Chamber of Commerce 
for Greater Philadelphia, Recharge & Recover PHL addresses 
the economic crisis brought on by the pandemic and the great 
inequities present in our society.
 
The initiative is currently focused on six, short-term actions to 
stabilize our region, and organizations are invited to take the
PHL Pledge and make a commitment to participate in these 
inclusive recovery efforts.

RECHARGEPHL.COM




